
Good Morning!

 Happy Tuesday 

 Today we’ll be looking at how the NW is portrayed 

in contemporary popular culture.



THE CONTEMPORARY 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

Our Contemporary Culture, Demographics, Economics, 
Politics, & Environment



Unit 5: The Contemporary NW

 Topics:

 Contemporary Government (state requirement )

 Economic Developments 

 Culture

 Social Issues

 Environmental Issues



NW Developments

 Late 20th century

From “hinterland” to “trend-setter”

Culturally

Economically

Politically

Environmentally 



Discuss: How is the NW portrayed in popular 

culture?

Cultural developments



Advertising: Pemco’s Northwest Profiles



Television –

1990s

 Twin Peaks

 Mark Frost & David Lynch

 1990 – 1991 on ABC

 Set in WA – filmed in/around North 
Bend & Snoqualmie

 Top-rated show in 1990

 Cult following

 Very atmospheric – sparked tourism to 
the area

 Northern Exposure

 1990 – 1995 on CBS

 Set in Alaska – filmed in Roslyn, WA

 Roslyn – coal mines closed 1950s

 Sparked tourism to the area

https://youtu.be/xEGGQ958K_s
https://youtu.be/ijGyHv4WkDs


Television

 Portlandia

 IFC – 2011 to the present

 Satirical look at Portland & its predominate culture

 “It’s where young people go to retire” 

 The Killing

 AMC & Netflix – 2011 to 2014

 Atmospheric – used to punctuate the story

https://youtu.be/BBUxZdWJ_zE
https://youtu.be/7bvCeNwoRJs


Film
 PNW in Hollywood

 Singles

 Sleepless in Seattle

 10 Things I Hate About You

 Vancouver, BC – “Hollywood North” 

 One of largest production centers for film & television in North America 
(despite recent dip)

 2015 – predicted to be one of BC’s most lucrative years

 Cloud cover diffuses natural sunlight

 Independent film 

 Seattle International Film Festival

 Founded in 1976

 Vancouver International Film Festival & Vancouver Film and Television 
Forum



Music

 1980s/90s 

 Grunge

 Music Festivals

 Bumbershoot (1971)

 2000s 

 KEXP (renamed in 2001)

 Subpop (late 1980s – today)

 Hip-Hop (mostly underground)

 Music Festivals 

 Sasaquatch (2002)



Article Task – Due Thursday

 Select 1 article – Read it

 Select 1 band or artist the article discusses

 Find and listen to 2 songs the band made

 Explain how the songs you chose reflect “Seattle-ness or PNW-

ness” 

 Write a 5 sentence biography of the band or artist

 Successes?

 Popularity?

 Decline?

 Add 3 pictures (school appropriate to the document)



Good morning!

 Please have Hype questions out 

 Go over with partner:

 What are the origins of the grunge movement?

 What were their goals/objectives, if any?

 What is Subpop & what did they do for the music 

scene? 



Hype! Debrief

 How did grunge get commercialized?

 What role did Subpop play in this?

 What was its impact on the PNW?



Contemporary Economy




