
THE DECLINE OF FEUDALISM IN EUROPE ANSWER QUESTION IN YOUR 

COMP BOOK 



ESSENTIAL QUESTION – WRITE THIS DOWN 

How did events in Europe 
contribute to the decline of 
feudalism and the rise of 

democratic thought?



SLIDE 1.2A: THE BLACK DEATH

1) WHAT WAS THE BLACK 
DEATH?

2) HOW DID THE BLACK DEATH 
SPREAD THROUGHOUT 
EUROPE?

3) WHY COULDN’T PEOPLE 
STOP THE BLACK DEATH?

4) HOW DID THE BLACK DEATH 
CHANGE LIFE IN EUROPE?



SLIDE 1.2B: THE HUNDRED YEARS’ WAR

1) HOW DID THE WAR BEGIN?

2) HOW DID THE NATURE OF 
WARFARE CHANGE?

3) WHO WAS JOAN OF ARC 
AND HOW DID SHE CHANGE 
THE COURSE OF THE WAR?

4) HOW DID THE WAR 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE END OF 
FUEDALISM IN FRANCE?



SLIDE 1.2C – TRADE AND COMMERCE CHANGE                          
TOWN LIFE

TOWN LIFE DURING THE MIDDLE AGES TOWN LIFE DURING THE RENAISSANCE

SOCIETY

POWER

STATUS



SLIDE 1.2D: THE GROWTH OF 
ITALIAN CITY-STATES

1) HOW DID FLORENCE 
BECOME THE MOST 
INFLUENTIAL CITY-STATE?

2) WHY WERE ITALIAN CITY-
STATES SO RICH AND 
POWERFUL?

3) WHAT WAS THE 
RENAISSANCE AND WHY DID 
IT BEGIN IN ITALY?



SLIDE 1.2 E: THE SPIRIT OF THE RENAISSANCE

1) WHY DID EUROPEANS 
BECOME INTERESTED IN 
ANCIENT CULTURE?

2) WHAT WAS THE 
FASCINATION WITH CLASSICAL 
CULTURES?

3) WHAT WAS THE NEW BELIEF 
IN HUMAN POTENTIAL?

4) DESRCIBE THE NEW TYPE OF 
SCHOLAR CALLED A 
‘HUMANIST.’


